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The Lionõs Roar 

Lowe l l  Mas on  E lemen ta ry  Schoo l  

10340 San  Ramon Dr ive  

San  D iego ,  CA 92126;   (858)  271 -0410 

Pr inc ipal :   Ms.  De idre  Hardson  

May 

May 4-10:  Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 5:  Kindergarten / New Student Registra-

tion, 8:00-11:00 AM 

May 6:  PTA Board Meeting, 6:00 PM 

May 8:  Jog-a-thon 

May 9:  Moms & Muffins, 2:10 PM 

May 11:  Motherôs Day 

May 15:  DELAC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 PM, 

Old Town 

May 20: SSC/Governance Meeting, 2:30-3:30 

PM 

May 23:  Coffee With the Principal/Vice-

principal, 8:00 AM 

May 23:  Red/White/Blue Day 

May 26:  Memorial Day HOLIDAY 

May 28-June 18:  State Testing (100% student 

attendance needed ð critical!) 

May 30:  Mason Spirit Friday 

 

June 

June 3:  Primary Elections 

June 5:  DELAC Meeting, 6:30-8:00 PM, Old 

Town 

June 12:  Volunteer Tea 

June 12:  Hawaiian Day 

June 16-20: 5th Grade District Math Test 

June 16:  Barnes & Noble Book Fair 

June 17:  SSC/Governance Meeting, 2:30-3:30 

PM 

June 20:  Coffee With the Principal, 8:00 AM 

June 26:  Open House 

June 27:  Mason Spirit Friday 

June 30-July 3:  4th Grade Old Town; 5th 

Grade Balboa Park www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 

Dear Lion Families, 

 

The teachers are busy preparing our children for a lifetime of success.  We believe 

that all children can and must learn.  One of the ways that we measure how much 

our children are learning is by testing them.  Our California Standardized Tests will 

begin May 28th.  All students (grades 2-5) are expected to be at school and on time 

for these tests.  Our expectation is that each child will score at grade level or above 

(at the proficient level).  Please continuously have conversations with your child re-

garding the importance of preparing all year long for these tests.  Encourage them to 

do their personal best each and every day and they will do well.  We appreciate all of 

your support! 

 

Thank you to all of you who have been so supportive and helpful during our budget 

planning.   If the budget holds firm, I regret that Mason will no longer have the fol-

lowing positions:  Vice Principal, Guidance Assistant in the Student Center, Li-

brary Technician (our library will be closed), Elementary Assistant, and School 

Nurse.  While we are in tough times in the state of California, education is one of 

Americaôs most important resources.  Our children only get one chance to obtain a 

high quality elementary education é we ARE their best chance for success!  You 

may want to write your state legislatures and governor to remind them that we have 

no future if we fail to invest in our children. 

 

Please remember to visit our Mason website at http://www.sandi.net/mason/ for 

all updated information and school letters.  We plan to do as much electronically 

as we can to save copy machine and paper costs (if you do not have access to a com-

puter there will always be copies of these flyers in the office). In addition, we hope 

to continue using the Connect EdÊ phone calling service so please make sure that 

we have your current phone number and e-mail address. 

 

Mason Elementary School is one of the best-kept secrets in Mira Mesa!  We are a 

strong community school where all children are valued, loved and respected for who 

they are.  We are very fortunate that the PTA organizes and executes many events to 

support and celebrate our children such as the Beautification Day.  I look forward to 

the involvement of many more parents in the future.  WE NEED YOU to make Ma-

son the very best! 
 

Deidre Hardson  

Principal  

Mason Spirit Days 

1. Wear your favorite Mason T-shirt or school colors (blue and gold) on the last Friday of 

each month.  The Student Council is sponsoring ñMason Spirit Fridayò on April 25th, 

May 30th and June 27th.   

2. Red/White/Blue Day, May 23rd in honor of Memorial Day. 

3. Hawaiian Day, June 12thðAloha!   
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Recording Volunteers Hours 
 

Whether you volunteer on campus or do work for the school/classroom at home, all volunteer hours need to be 

recorded.  Please remember to stop in at the office and record your hours in the ñVolunteerò binder on the 

counter.  Alternatively, you can email your hours to our PTA volunteer coordinator at: volun-

teers@masonpta.org. 

From Good to Greaté. 
 

I like our school.  And like everything you are fond of, you hope that it can get better.  I am reminded of the 

book ï Good to Great by Jim Collins.  Although the author examined corporate America, I think some of the 

same lessons learned can be applied to Mason.  Mr. Collins asked the question, ñWhy do some organizations 

(schools) make the leap from good to great?ò  Perhaps we should examine the same question. 

 

I submit that all schools will feel the pressure of school budget cuts and the slow economy.  But what makes 

one school stand out, while some appear average?  I remember what our principal, Ms. Hardson, said a few 

months ago at a principalôs coffee, ñThe state guarantees our children an education, making it a great education 

is up to us.ò 

 

By terming it ñup to usò I take that to mean that people are that part of the equation.  I remember a quote that 

goes, ñThere are three types of people: those that make it happen, those who watch it happen and those that 

wonder what happened.ò   

 

As for those that make it happen, I would like to thank those who participated in the annual Mason Beautifica-

tion Day.  Mike Davis from the Mira Mesa Heroes group made a major contribution in helping paint our school.  

I would also like to thank Rich Burns, a Mira Mesa professional painter, for spending about eight hours painting 

our auditorium.  Rich led a dedicated group of people who transformed the auditorium with a new coat of paint.  

Volunteers also helped paint the Teacherôs Lounge and members of the Miramar Marine Corps Base helped 

refinish the teacherôs cabinets.  In addition to the dedicated parents and teachers who contributed their time, we 

also had students from SDSU helping out.  Andy Mercado and Shahnaz Ahmadeian also donated their artistic 

talents. We had about 75 people show up during the day to help out with clean up and painting, and my only 

regret is that we donôt have enough room here to list everyone who participated. 

 

On another note, I would like to encourage everyone to sponsor a student in the upcoming Jog-a-thon.  This is 

our Spring Fundraiser and we will be donating a majority of the money to the school to support the technology 

and student learning. 

 

As for next year PTA leadership needs, we still have a couple of positions available on the PTA Board for the 

2008-2009 school year.  If you would like to help out with coordinating one or more of our fundraising activi-

ties, I would like to hear from you.  In addition, I would also like assistance with some of our upcoming events.  

For those interested, please contact me at my e-mail address below. 

 

Thanks for your support of Mason Elementary. 

 

David Keely 

PTA President ï Dad to a Mason 2nd grader  

president@masonpta.org 
 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 

Office Depot Gives Back 

Attention Students, Parents, and Staff!  Office Depot wants to help by giving money to our school.  When you 

purchase from Office Depot, let the cashier know that you want 5% of your purchase donated to Mason Elemen-

tary, ID #70013887.  Once the quarter is over, the school will receive a merchandise card with reward dollars on 

it.  Thank you for your support. 



District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) 

The next District English Learner Advisory Committee 

meeting will be held on Thursday, May 15th from 6:30-

8:00 PM at the Ballard Parent Center in Old Town.  A 

Spanish interpreter will be provided for your conven-

ience.   

For more information please call Debbie Campbell at 

271-0410, ext. 157 on Mondays, Tuesdays or flex 

Wednesdays, of you can email her at:  dcamp-

bell1@sandi.net.   

The final meeting date will be June 5th. 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 
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Moms & Muffins, May 9th  

 

In honor of Motherôs Day (May 11), the PTA 

will host a Moms & Muffins event after school 

on May 9th.  Stop by with mom and enjoy a 

muffin with her. 

Support for K-12 Military-Dependent Students 

 

The School Liaison Officers (SLO) for Commander, 

Navy Region Southwest provide support to military de-

pendent children in grades K-12 by assisting military 

families to achieve success during their transfer and tran-

sition into a new school.  They also advise students and 

parents to make referrals regarding all issues related to 

the studentsô academics.  The School Liaison Officers 

have resources and information that many military fami-

lies and educators do not know. For information and as-

sistance, call (619) 556-7412. 

Calling All Dads! 

How do you feel about forming a Dadôs Club on the Mason 

campus?  Weôve had a few suggestions for such a club and 

would like your input.  Dadôs Clubs are becoming more popu-

lar these days, and even a few of our community schools have 

already jumped on the Dadôs Club bandwagon.   

 
If you are interested, please contact David Keely at presi-

dent@masonpta.org. 

Mason Bike ClubðCalling All Families That Wanna Have Fun! 

 

Thanks again to all kids, moms and dads, and Kathy Keehansô Volunteer Crew ð Marty 

Shapiro, David Kievit, Jim Baross, and special guest instructor Preston Pyree, the League of 

American Bicyclists National Education Program Coordinator for making our Bike Safety 

Class so successful. As a result, Mason Parents have formed a Bike Club to do some family 

riding with their kids!  You can get in on it too.  How?  No memberships, or anything to 

join, just show up at Lake Miramar by the Rec Center restrooms on Thursday at 4:00 PM. 

As we grow, we may include other days and times for even more fun. Donôt forget your hel-

mets. See you there.  

Partners in Education 

Mason Elementary would like to thank our Partners 

in Education for their continued support throughout 

the years: 

 

Mission Federal Credit Union 

Mira Mesa Lanes  
 

Also, a special thank you to:  Amanda Crane, 

owner of Golden Spoon (Poway and La Jolla) for 

donating free yogurts to the students via their Birth-

day Cards from the Principal. 

Book Fair at Barnes & NobleðJune 16th 

 

Mark your calendars now for June 16th and come 

join us for a fun-filled Book Fair at Barnes & No-

ble (Mira Mesa location).   

 

More details to come! 

PTA Board Meeting, May 6th 

 

The next PTA Board meeting will be held on 

May 6th at 6:00 PM in the Teacherôs Lounge. 
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THE LIONõS ROAR  
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Jog-A-ThonðThursday, May 8th 

 

The PTA is very proud of all its programs, but we are especially proud of the Jog-A-Thon because 100% of the proceeds remain 

in our school.  Jog-A-Thon is one of Masonôs biggest fundraisers and if you are able to participate in only one fundraiser, Jog-A-

Thon is the one we ask you to support.  While our kids are the ones running the laps, parents help get the cards filled in with cash 

pledges. It takes a family working together to make a Jog-A-Thon successful. 

 

Masonôs Jog-A-Thon generates approximately $16,000 to $18,000 each year.  Last year we collected over $18,000!  PTA funds 

will be used to upgrade the existing computers in the classrooms and purchase software and other technology equipment.  In the 

past few years we have accomplished a great deal, but so much more must be done.  Each year Mason PTA begins school with a 

wish list of items we want our students to have.  The District budget gets leaner and leaner, and a lot of things remain undone on 

the wish list.  To continue our work, we need help from families like yours who care about the quality of our childrenôs lives.  

We thank you for your willingness to support Mason PTA in this effort.  Our overriding objective is to fund programs that help 

promote literacy and the arts, increase math awareness and computer skills, and overall academic success.   

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!    The success of our Jog-A-Thon greatly depends on the volunteer parents that help out with the 

event.  We need at least two parents from each class on the day of the event to help with set up, lap counting, class organization, 

passing out the juice, and clean up.  If you are interested in being a part of this worthwhile event, please be willing to assist on 

the day of the event and report to Track A or Track B in the park.   

 

PRIZES!    There are lots of incentives to help motivate the children to reach their goal on the day of the Jog-A-Thon.  Children 

can earn awards and prizes for the most pledges, the most funds raised and more.  More information about these incentives will 

be announced during the Jog-A-Thon assemblies.   

 

If your company/business is interested in donating prizes to this project we would greatly appreciate your input.  All donations 

are tax deductible and would be recognized as donated from your establishment in our Mason Elementary newsletter, ñThe 

Lionôs Roarò. 

Jog-A-Thon Schedule, Thursday, May 8, 2008 
 

TRACK A  

 

 8-9 a.m.    9:15-10:15 a.m.    10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

 2nd/3rd    K-1     4th/5th 

 

 Trigg     McCormick     Joyce 

 Baird     Gonzalez    Gigliotti  

 Godlove    Ritchie     Tentman 

 Luckham   Borkenhagen    Allen 

 LeDoux    Olivares     

 Larrick     Harmon     

 Tompkins   Zink       

 

TRACK B  

 

 8-9 a.m.    9:15-10:15 a.m.    10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

 3rd/5th    K-1     2nd/4th 

 

 Harnish    Schiltz     Murphy  

 Wiech    Grosskreutz    Young 

 Martinez   Mercado    Charnley 

 Talner/Owashi   Dungo     Freese 

 Weiss    Rosas     Vitek  

 Esparza    Tse 

 Houston 

                                            THERE WILL BE NO RECESS ON MAY 8TH
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JOG-A-THON 

PRIZE LIST 

 

There are many ways to get recognized this year.  Our main goal is to raise money to purchase computers and other tech-

nology equipment.  Every jogger with a signed permission slip will receive a Mason Elementary Jog-a-Thon shirt.  The 

top five money collectors in the school will be given prizes listed below according to grade level.  In addition, for each 

donation of $20, joggers will be given a ticket that will be placed in the drawing.  The drawing will be held and prizes 

awarded after the money is collected at a post Jog-a-Thon assembly later in May. 

 

GRAND PRIZE  

K-5:  4 passes to Disneyland 

(2 Adults and 2 Children) 

 

2nd PLACE 

K-2:  $50 Gift Certificate to Target 

3-5:  $50 Gift Certificate to Target 

 

3rd PLACE  

K-2:  $25 Gift Certificate to Target 

3-5:  $25 Gift Certificate to Target 

 

TOP STUDENT PER CLEASS 

The student who collects the most money in each class will receive a $5 Baskin Robbins ice cream gift card. 

 

TOP PRODUCING CLASS PER GRADE LEVEL 

The top producing class per grade level will receive a lollipop party from the Student Council. 

 

DRAWING  

There will be many exciting prizes such as entertainment passes, food coupons, book sets, etc.,  

available in the drawing. 

New Student & Kindergarten Registration for 2008/2009 School YearðBegins May 5th 
 

You need to bring: 

Birth Certificate (original certified copy) - Child must be 5 years old on or before Dec. 2nd 

Immunization Record (original) 

Proof of ResidenceðDocument must show both your name and address.  Examples include:  a recent utility bill (SDG&E, 

phone, water, cable); a rental agreement, deed to the house, or property tax payment receipts; mortgage documents; or military 

housing orders. 

ALL DOCUMENTS MUST SHOW BOTH YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

 

             * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * *  

KINDERGARTEN IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS  

 

Polio: 4 doses, but 3 doses meet requirements for ages 4-6 if at least one was given on or after the 4th birthday 

DTP: 5 doses, but 4 doses meet the requirement for ages 4-6 if at least one was on or after the 4th birthday 

MMR : 2 doses both on or after the 1st birthday 

Hepatitis B:  3 doses 

Varicella:  1 dose or health care provider-documented varicella disease or immunity 

 

The CHDP physical, which is required for entry into 1st grade, can be completed anytime after March of this year for Kindergart-

ners entering in September. 


