Lowell Mason Elementary School
10340 San Ramon Drive

San Diego, CA 92126;
Principal:

Th

Mar. 4. PTA Board Meet-
ing, 2:30 PM
Lounge

Mar. 4th Grade STAR Writ-
ing Test

Mar. 8: Kids in the Kitchen
10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Mar. 11: ELAC Meeting,
5:006:30 PM, Mason MPR

Mar. 12: Family Science
Night, 5:307:45 PM

Mar. 12: PTA Elections,
5:30 PM

Mar. 147 Apr. 9: Spring
Break

Mar. 15: Free CPR Training

Mar. 24Apr. 4. Spring
Intersession

Apr. 10: School Resumes

Apr. 11 Drop Everything
And Read event

Apr. 15: SSC/Governance
Meeting, 2:363:30 PM

Apr. 1516: Parent/Teacher
Conferences, 12:15 Dis-
missal

Apr. 17: Deadline to pur-
chase advertising space on
Joga-thon T-shirts

Apr. 17: DELAC Meeting,
6:30-8:00 PM, OId Town

Apr. 23: Chuck E. Cheese
Restaurant Night, 3:00:00

Apr. 25: Coffee With the
Principal, 8:00 AM

Apr. 25: Mason Spirit Fri-
day

Apr. 26: School Beautifica-
tion Day

(858) 271-0410
Ms. Deidre Hardson
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Dear Lion Families,

Spring time is here and this is the time when budgets are completed, tests are taken, and plang
year begin.

THE BUDGET
As the Mason SSC begins developing the budget for the-@9@8hool year, we face many chal-
l enges. As you know via our website (httop:

posed budget calls for hundreds of millions of dollars of cuts in edudai®year and a $4.4 billion
decrease fonext year While many of our budget decisions will be made this month, we will conti
ously look for ways to support our staff and students.
We need YOU!Please help us by planning to get involved in our school. There are many ways
you can help. Here are a few:

- Join and support the PTA (be a board member if posdibligoin no matter what
Be a room parent next year (2098
Help with our Everyone a Reader Program
School Beautification Day; April 26 (be there if possilidatdo what you camo matter
wha.
Participate in school evening events
Check the Mason website requlathttp://www.sandi.net/mason/). In the future, it will be §
major mode of communication in an effort to save resources. Your help and feedback 3
cial to our success!

CALIFORNIA STATE TESTS

fol

In May, students in California take important tests. The teachers and staff at Mason are dedicafed

make sure that all students receiveshpport thatthey needo do wel | on t hej{

teacher has recommendedersession (March 24April 4th), | urge you to comply.

In addition,please talk to your childrenabout the importance of attendance, homework, class pa
pation and hard work. We still have so much to do and learn and we expect our students to alw
their personal best.

PREPARATION FOR NEXT YEAR
We are beginning the articulation process for next ygais means that in April | will begin working
with teachers tduild all of our classes for the 2008 school year

If you know any children who will be iKindergarten next year, please advise them to watch our
marquee and website for registration informatibis critical that they reqister before June.

If you have a 8" grader who will be attending Wangenheim Middle School next year, please joir
at our next Principal ds/ VP Coffee (April 2
principal). Mr. Grano will be talking about Wangenheim and will answer any questions that you

| am looking forward to the many events we have planned and hope to see you participating on
behalf of our children.

Deidre Hardson
Principal
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From our PTA President
ifiWhat ever it t ak esi,aMasanrParént. ds ar e worth it. o

As we move into spring, we have some PTA events to look forward to. Our March PTA Meeting will be)
ing a Family Science Night. We have partnered with the Mira Mesa High School Science Departments
will offer our students handsn displays and interactive activities. We will also hold a short PTA Meeting
ratify our PTA Bylaws and elect the new Board for the 20089 school year. We need a few more voluntg
Nno experience necessaryust a commitment and passion to help our children.

Coming up in April we are planning a Restaurant Night at Chuck E. Cheese and in June a fundraiser at
and Nobel. May we wi || host a Momés and Muf fi
ognized in June with a Dadds and Donut event f
for dates and times.

Our biggest event of the spring will be our School Beautification Day on Agtil 26 Al t hough
sound really cool (we are open to a different name if you can think of one), we have a lot of high impac
planned to make our school appear more inviting. We are still in need of additional artists to help paint

on a few of the buildings. So, if you know of anyone who could volunteer their artistic abilities, please |
them contact me. Please plan to participate in the event; together we will be able to make our school g
place for our children to learn.

Before | sign off, | wanted to touch on one more thing that | think would help our school grédpir | am
sure | am not alone when | occasionally forget about this key ingredient when dealing with my child, theg
teacher, my fellow parents, and even the school administration. With all thetamkitig we do and the stres
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that we sometimes endure, | think adding a little fun into our lives would help everything work out a bit fpetter.

As | drop my daughter off at her <class each da
we would all be better off in the future if we heed the same advice.

Have a great Spring Break,
David Keely, Dad to a" Grader

PTA President
president@masonpta.org
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Chuck E. Chees& Restaurant Night, April 23rd Free CPR Training, March 15th

Join us on April 23rd from 3:00 to 9:00 PM at Chuck E. Cheéq The Red Cross will offer free, thré@ur

for our next restaurant night fundraiser. To thank all teachgr| CPR training at the 17th annual CPR Satiir-

who come to the fpartyo, CihfdayonMarch 15, beginning on the hour
teacher a free medl either a personal pizza or anrgtlu-can | |from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hundreds of instruc;

eat salad bar! Teachers just need to present their teacher I tors and volunteers will teach CPR in

the cashier. Only purchases made at the counter will countt,| Golden Hall at the San Diego Concourse.
BUT, they will allow the use of coupons. You must inform participants who successfully complete th
cashier that you are with Mason Elementary in order for us|t{ course will receive certification at no cost,
receive the credit. Look for the Chuck E. Cheese mascot gn| Children ages 5 to 11 can participate in B
afternoon of 4/17 from 2:00 to 2:30 to promote the event. | |sic Aid Training and Whales Tales water
safety training while their parents get

S = o

trained. For information about attending o
volunteering at this event, visit
www.sdarc.org or call (858) 3eB275.
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Family Science Night, Mar. 12th

A Family Science Night will be held on March 12th beginning at 5:30 PM and will go until 7:45. The Mira Mes
High School Science Departments will treat us to an evening of fmmnsisience fun for the whole family.

PTA Board Meeting, Mar. 4 Recording Volunteers Hours

The next PTA Board meeting will be on March 4th[ Whether you volunteer on campus or do work for the schg
at 2: 30 PM in the Tea¢¢ cklagsromnatthomah \wlanteer hours need to be recorded

in the AVolunteero binder

can email your hours to our PTA volunteer coordinator at:

Mason Studentd Reflections Winners
unteers@masonpta.org.

ol/

Please remember to stop in at the office and record your fours

on
vol-

Congratulations to three Mason Lions for their Win-

ning entries in the Reflections program: District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC)

1. Brittney Trampe, 3r d Gr ade, | MhenextBs#ict Ergl&tsLearner Advisory Committee meg

class (Intermediate Literature Category) ing will be held on Thursday, April 17th from 6:8300 PM at
2. DarrenRedic, 1st Grade, Mr|the BalRm@ Paedt@Tentet ifGdSTown. A Spanish interprg
(Primary Visual Category) will be provided for your convenience
3. GracePadget 4t h Gr ade, Mr|s . ¥ceos cl
(Intermediate Visual Category) For more information please caII Debble Campbell at 271

0410, ext. 157 on Mondays, Tuesdays or flex Wednesday

Their winning entries will now move on to the di§- | You can email her at: dcampbell1l@sandi.net.

trict level judging. Good luck, Lions! Please note additional meeting dates: Apr. 17, May 15, a

June 5.

Mason Spirit Friday

Find your favorite Mason-8hirt and wear it on the last Friday of each month. The student council is sponsorir]
AiMason Spirit Fridayo on February 29th, April 25
campus and SHOW YOUR SPIRIT!

g

Support for k12 Military-Dependent Students

Kids in the Kitchen
The School Liaison Officers (SLO) for Commander, _ S _
Navy Region Southwest provide support to military de-| The Junior League of San Diego invites yokids in
pendent children in grades ¥ by assisting military the Kitchen a health and fitness event on Saturday,
families to achieve success during their transfer and frd March 8, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Toby We

sition into a new school. They also advise students an{ YMCA in Kearny Mesa. This event is hosted in partng

parents to make referrals regarding all issues related tq Ship with Toby Wells YMCA and KyXy 96.5 FM. Chef
the studentsd academi cs | |healthcareproviders,community organizations and

ug-e r

have resources and information that many military famj{ hesses will encourage participants to make healthy epting

lies and educators do not know. For information and fag @nd physical activity a lifetime habit. Admission is fre

sistance, call (619) 55B412. and open to the public. Families with children under gge

10 are encouraged to attend. Visit www.jlsd.org for

information.
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Masonos
the enrollment from last year! The class was sponsored by the Kathy Keehan's San Diego County Bike Coa
taught by dedicated volunteer cyclists who worked with the students (with and without training wheels) to hel
learn the basics of bike safety, teach them about proper fitting equipment, rules of the road, and help them inpprove
their overall biking skills so they will be a safe cyclist. Thanks to ALL Mason parents for encouraging their kig
bike and giving them the tools to do it safely.

Bike Safety Class

second annual

free

bicycle safety cl ass
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Box Top® 3 Easy Ways to Make a Difference!

The Original Box Tops for Education: Clip Box Tops on

hundreds of your favorite products. Each Box Top is wolfth

10 cents to our school.

The Box Tops for Education Marketplace Sign up free
with Box Tops online (boxtops4education.com). Get md
ways to earn cash for our school, at no additional cost td
you. Start every online shopping trip at the Marketplace]
Choose from quality store
Our school receives a donation of up to 8% from your qu
fying purchase, up to $20,000.

The Box Tops for Education Book Club Choose quality
tittes from awarewinning authors and illustrators each
months during the school year. Turn in student order for
and checks to your schools Box Tops for Education Cod
nator. Every dollar spent on books earns one Box Top f¢
our school, up to $20,000.
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Calling All Dads!

How do you feel about f
Mason campus? We bve hidg
a club and would | i ke Yy

coming more popular these days, and even a few ¢
community schools have
Club bandwagon.
l'i ke JCPenne and Lands©d
If you are interested, prfeage contact David Kee?y af
president@masonpta.org.

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org



