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Mar. 4:  PTA Board Meet-

ing, 2:30 PM, Teacherôs 

Lounge 

Mar. 4th Grade STAR Writ-

ing Test 

Mar. 8:  Kids in the Kitchen, 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM  

Mar. 11:  ELAC Meeting, 

5:00-6:30 PM, Mason MPR  

Mar. 12:  Family Science 

Night, 5:30-7:45 PM 

Mar. 12:  PTA Elections, 

5:30 PM 

Mar. 14 ïApr. 9:  Spring 

Break 

Mar. 15:  Free CPR Training 

Mar. 24-Apr. 4:  Spring 

Intersession 

Apr. 10:  School Resumes  

Apr. 11 Drop Everything 

And Read event 

Apr. 15:  SSC/Governance 

Meeting, 2:30-3:30 PM 

Apr. 15-16:  Parent/Teacher 

Conferences, 12:15 Dis-

missal 

Apr. 17:  Deadline to pur-

chase advertising space on 

Jog-a-thon T-shirts 

Apr. 17: DELAC Meeting, 

6:30-8:00 PM, Old Town 

Apr. 23:  Chuck E. Cheese 

Restaurant Night, 3:00-9:00  

Apr. 25:  Coffee With the 

Principal, 8:00 AM 

Apr. 25:  Mason Spirit Fri-

day 

Apr. 26:  School Beautifica-

tion Day 
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Dear Lion Families, 

 

Spring time is here and this is the time when budgets are completed, tests are taken, and plans for next 

year begin.  

 

THE BUDGET 

As the Mason SSC begins developing the budget for the 2008-09 school year, we face many chal-

lenges. As you know via our website (http://www.sandi.net/mason/), Governor Schwarzeneggerôs pro-

posed budget calls for hundreds of millions of dollars of cuts in education this year, and a $4.4 billion 

decrease for next year. While many of our budget decisions will be made this month, we will continu-

ously look for ways to support our staff and students. 

We need YOU! Please help us by planning to get involved in our school. There are many ways that 

you can help. Here are a few: 

· Join and support the PTA (be a board member if possible- but join no matter what). 

· Be a room parent next year (2008-9) 

· Help with our Everyone a Reader Program 

· School Beautification Day; April 26 (be there if possible- but do what you can no matter 

what). 

· Participate in school evening events 

· Check the Mason website regularly (http://www.sandi.net/mason/). In the future, it will be a 

major mode of communication in an effort to save resources. Your help and feedback are cru-

cial to our success! 

 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  TESTS 

In May, students in California take important tests. The teachers and staff at Mason are dedicated to 

make sure that all students receive the support that they need to do well on these tests. If your childôs 

teacher has recommended Intersession (March 24-April 4th),  I urge you to comply.  

 

In addition, please talk to your children about the importance of attendance, homework, class partici-

pation and hard work. We still have so much to do and learn and we expect our students to always do 

their personal best.   

 

PREPARATION  FOR NEXT  YEAR  

We are beginning the articulation process for next year. This means that in April I will begin working 

with teachers to build all of our classes for the 2008-9 school year.  

 

If you know any children who will be in Kindergarten next year, please advise them to watch our 

marquee and website for registration information. It is critical that they register before June.  

 

If you have a 5th grader who will be attending Wangenheim Middle School next year, please join us 

at our next Principalôs/VP Coffee (April 25). Our special guest will be Mr. Robert Grano (Wangenheim 

principal). Mr. Grano will be talking about Wangenheim and will answer any questions that you have. 

 

I am looking forward to the many events we have planned and hope to see you participating on 

behalf of our children.  

 

Deidre Hardson  

Principal  
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Chuck E. CheeseðRestaurant Night, April 23rd 
 

Join us on April 23rd from 3:00 to 9:00 PM at Chuck E. Cheese 

for our next restaurant night fundraiser.  To thank all teachers 

who come to the ñpartyò, Chuck E. Cheese will give each 

teacher a free meal ð either a personal pizza or an all-you-can-

eat salad bar!  Teachers just need to present their teacher ID to 

the cashier.  Only purchases made at the counter will count, 

BUT, they will allow the use of coupons.  You must inform the 

cashier that you are with Mason Elementary in order for us to 

receive the credit.  Look for the Chuck E. Cheese mascot on the 

afternoon of  4/17 from 2:00 to 2:30 to promote the event. 

From our PTA President 

 

ñWhatever it takes, our kids are worth it.ò ï a Mason Parent. 

 

As we move into spring, we have some PTA events to look forward to.  Our March PTA Meeting will be featur-

ing a Family Science Night.  We have partnered with the Mira Mesa High School Science Departments who 

will offer our students hands-on displays and interactive activities.  We will also hold a short PTA Meeting to 

ratify our PTA Bylaws and elect the new Board for the 2008-2009 school year.  We need a few more volunteers; 

no experience necessary ï just a commitment and passion to help our children. 

 

Coming up in April we are planning a Restaurant Night at Chuck E. Cheese and in June a fundraiser at Barnes 

and Nobel.  May we will host a Momôs and Muffins event to honor Motherôs Day.  Our Dadôs will also be rec-

ognized in June with a Dadôs and Donut event for Fatherôs Day.  Check out the future editions of this newsletter 

for dates and times. 

 

Our biggest event of the spring will be our School Beautification Day on April 26th.  Although the name doesnôt 

sound really cool (we are open to a different name if you can think of one), we have a lot of high impact projects 

planned to make our school appear more inviting.  We are still in need of additional artists to help paint our logo 

on a few of the buildings.  So, if you know of anyone who could volunteer their artistic abilities, please have 

them contact me.  Please plan to participate in the event; together we will be able to make our school a better 

place for our children to learn. 

 

Before I sign off, I wanted to touch on one more thing that I think would help our school prosper ï FUN.  I am 

sure I am not alone when I occasionally forget about this key ingredient when dealing with my child, their 

teacher, my fellow parents, and even the school administration.  With all the multi-tasking we do and the stress 

that we sometimes endure, I think adding a little fun into our lives would help everything work out a bit better.  

As I drop my daughter off at her class each day, I remind her to ñhave fun and learn something newò.  Perhaps 

we would all be better off in the future if we heed the same advice. 

 

Have a great Spring Break, 

 

David Keely, Dad to a 2nd Grader 

PTA President 

president@masonpta.org 
 
 

Free CPR Training, March 15th 

 

The Red Cross will offer free, three-hour 

CPR training at the 17th annual CPR Satur-

day on March 15, beginning on the hour 

from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hundreds of instruc-

tors and volunteers will teach CPR in 

Golden Hall at the San Diego Concourse. All 

participants who successfully complete the 

course will receive certification at no cost. 

Children ages 5 to 11 can participate in Ba-

sic Aid Training and Whales Tales water 

safety training while their parents get 

trained. For information about attending or 

volunteering at this event, visit 

www.sdarc.org or call (858) 309-1275. 
 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 



District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) 

The next District English Learner Advisory Committee meet-

ing will be held on Thursday, April 17th from 6:30-8:00 PM at 

the Ballard Parent Center in Old Town.  A Spanish interpreter 

will be provided for your convenience.   

For more information please call Debbie Campbell at 271-

0410, ext. 157 on Mondays, Tuesdays or flex Wednesdays, of 

you can email her at:  dcampbell1@sandi.net.   

Please note additional meeting dates:  Apr. 17, May 15, and 

June 5. 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 
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Recording Volunteers Hours 
 

Whether you volunteer on campus or do work for the school/

classroom at home, all volunteer hours need to be recorded.  

Please remember to stop in at the office and record your hours 

in the ñVolunteerò binder on the counter.  Alternatively, you 

can email your hours to our PTA volunteer coordinator at: vol-

unteers@masonpta.org. 

PTA Board Meeting, Mar. 4 

 

The next PTA Board meeting will be on March 4th 

at 2:30 PM in the Teacherôs Lounge.   

Mason StudentsðReflections Winners 
 

Congratulations to three Mason Lions for their win-

ning entries in the Reflections program: 

 

1. Brittney Trampe, 3rd Grade, Mrs. Bairdôs 

class (Intermediate Literature Category) 

2. Darren Redic, 1st Grade, Mrs. Rosasô class 

(Primary Visual Category) 

3. Grace Padget, 4th Grade, Mrs. Joyceôs class 

(Intermediate Visual Category) 

 

Their winning entries will now move on to the dis-

trict level judging.  Good luck, Lions! 

Family Science Night, Mar. 12th 

 

A Family Science Night will be held on March 12th beginning at 5:30 PM and will go until 7:45.  The Mira Mesa 

High School Science Departments will treat us to an evening of hands-on science fun for the whole family.   

Support for K-12 Military-Dependent Students 

 

The School Liaison Officers (SLO) for Commander, 

Navy Region Southwest provide support to military de-

pendent children in grades K-12 by assisting military 

families to achieve success during their transfer and tran-

sition into a new school.  They also advise students and 

parents to make referrals regarding all issues related to 

the studentsô academics.  The School Liaison Officers 

have resources and information that many military fami-

lies and educators do not know. For information and as-

sistance, call (619) 556-7412. 

Mason Spirit Friday 

Find your favorite Mason T-shirt and wear it on the last Friday of each month.  The student council is sponsoring 

ñMason Spirit Fridayò on February 29th, April 25th, May 30th and June 27th.  Look for the reminder posters around 

campus and SHOW YOUR SPIRIT! 

Kids in the Kitchen 

 

The Junior League of San Diego invites you to Kids in 

the Kitchen, a health and fitness event on Saturday, 

March 8, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Toby Wells 

YMCA in Kearny Mesa. This event is hosted in partner-

ship with Toby Wells YMCA and KyXy 96.5 FM. Chefs, 

health care providers, community organizations and busi-

nesses will encourage participants to make healthy eating 

and physical activity a lifetime habit. Admission is free 

and open to the public. Families with children under age 

10 are encouraged to attend.  Visit www.jlsd.org for more 

information. 
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Bike Safety Class 

 

Masonôs second annual free bicycle safety class was held on three consecutive Thursdays in February with DOUBLE 

the enrollment from last year!   The class was sponsored by the Kathy Keehan's San Diego County Bike Coalition and 

taught by dedicated volunteer cyclists who worked with the students (with and without training wheels) to help them 

learn the basics of bike safety, teach them about proper fitting equipment, rules of the road, and help them improve 

their overall biking skills so they will be a safe cyclist.  Thanks to ALL Mason parents for encouraging their kids to 

bike and giving them the tools to do it safely.   

Calling All Dads! 

How do you feel about forming a Dadôs Club on the 

Mason campus?  Weôve had a few suggestions for such 

a club and would like your input.  Dadôs Clubs are be-

coming more popular these days, and even a few of our 

community schools have already jumped on the Dadôs 

Club bandwagon.   

 

If you are interested, please contact David Keely at  

president@masonpta.org. 

Box Topsð3 Easy Ways to Make a Difference! 

The Original Box Tops for Education:  Clip Box Tops on 

hundreds of your favorite products. Each Box Top is worth 

10 cents to our school. 

The Box Tops for Education Marketplace:  Sign up free 

with Box Tops online (boxtops4education.com).  Get more 

ways to earn cash for our school, at no additional cost to 

you.  Start every online shopping trip at the Marketplace.  

Choose from quality stores like JCPenney and LandsôEnd.  

Our school receives a donation of up to 8% from your quali-

fying purchase, up to $20,000. 

The Box Tops for Education Book Club:  Choose quality 

titles from award-winning authors and illustrators each 

months during the school year. Turn in student order forms 

and checks to your schools Box Tops for Education Coordi-

nator. Every dollar spent on books earns one Box Top for 

our school, up to $20,000.   


