Lowell Mason Elementary School
10340 San Ramon Drive

San Diego, CA 92126;
Principal:

The

Look Ahead

February

Feb. 5: Presidential Primary
Election Day

Feb. 5: PTA Board Meeting,
6:00 PM

Feb. 7-21: Bike Safety Class

Feb. 12: ELAC Meeting,
5:00-6:30 PM, Mason MPR

Feb. 15: Holiday—
Lincoln’s Birthday

Feb. 18: Holiday—
Washington’s Birthday

Feb. 19: SSC/Governance
Meeting, 2:30-3:30 PM

Feb. 20: “Drug Free For
You” Assembly (Marines)

Feb. 22: Coffee With the
Principal, 8:00 AM

Feb. 28: DELAC Meeting,
6:30-8:00 PM

Feb. 29: 5th Grade Chal-
lenger Articulation Assem-
bly at Mason, 1:15-2:00 PM

March

Mar. 11: ELAC Meeting,
5:00-6:30 PM, Mason MPR

Mar. 12: PTA Association
Meeting/PTA Board elec-
tions, 5:30-7:00 PM

Mar. 14 —Apr. 9: Spring
Break

Mar. 24-Apr. 4: Spring
Intersession

(858) 271-0410
Ms. Deidre Hardson
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February 2008

Dear Lion Families,

Welcome back to the 2007-08 school year! | trust that your vacation was relaxing and filled with the
making of new memories of family and friends. We are at the half way point and we still have so
much to do and learn! At Mason, we continue to stay focused on State Standards and student pro-
ductivity at proficient levels. We believe all children have the ability to learn and we encourage all
children to work to their fullest potential. We expect our Lions to always do their personal best!

Learning is an evolving process which requires meaningful input from all parties involved. WE
NEED YOU! Please help us by volunteering your time to help in the classrooms, on outside items
and/or during school events. We have many projects and activities happening throughout the school
year and we invite your participation. It’s important for your child to see you involved in his/her
education.

We have always known that the daily participation and commitment of parents and students is one of
our most important strengths. Our deepest gratitude goes to Ms. June Person, the Kaiser family, Mr.
Brad Brockmeyer, and Mr. David Keely.

* Ms. Person came forward with a substantial donation to support our kindergarten play area. She
donated funds (which were matched by her company, BF Goodrich) and has made it possible for
us to purchase umbrellas and tables for our kindergarten play area. The donation was made in
memory of her son, Dan, who passed away several years ago.

*  The Kaiser family obtained donations of several laptop computers from Qualcomm.

+ Mr. Brad Brockmeyer has developed a website for Mason Elementary! We hope to include in-
formation/news about events, activities, academics, policies and parent involvement opportuni-
ties on our website. This is the first phase of our website development. In the future, we are
hoping to add teacher pages where individuals and/or grade specific information can be posted
such as homework, wish lists, field trip information, and students’ work. We welcome feedback
about our new website: http://www.sandi.net/mason/

¢  Our PTA President, Mr. David Keely, is a member of the School Site Council (SSC)/
Governance and will be participating in the process of establishing a school-wide discipline
plan, Character Education Program, and a new recess/lunch schedule. While we invite visitors
to these meetings, we know that it is sometimes difficult for parents to attend. You can support
the school by providing input to Mr. Keely, our PTA Board representative.

As you see, there are several opportunities for EVERY parent/guardian to participate and/or contrib-
ute to our school. Your help and feedback are crucial to our success! Like the African proverb says,

“It takes a whole village to raise a child.”

We hope each and every one of you is having a joyful New Year!

Donét forgétf f

Feb. 5th!

Mis. Hardson, Principal

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org
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California State

PTH everychild.onevoice.

You can make a difference at Mason Elementary! You have ideas, and you have tal-
ents — share them with the Mason community! The 2008/2009 PTA Board elections will be held on Wednes-
day, March 12 at 5:30 PM. The following PTA Board positions are open and training is availablefor these posi-
tions. If you are interested, please contact David Keely (president@masonpta.org) or Karin DeJauregui
(KarinDeJ@aol.com).

President Assemblies/Health & Safety

Vice President Hospitality

Treasurer E-scrip/Bulletin Board

Secretary Historian

Auditor School Volunteers

Fundraising Box Tops 4 Education Coordinator
What is PTA?

National PTA is the largest and oldest volunteer child advocacy organization in the United States. A not-for-profit
association of parents, educators, and other citizens active in their schools and communities. PTA is a leader in parent
involvement and reminding our nation of its obligation to children.

PTA Purposes

+ Promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community and place of worship.
» Raise the standards of home life.

« Secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth.

« Bring into close relations the home and the school, which parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the
education of children and youth.

+ Develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the
highest advantages in physical, mental, social and spiritual education.

PTA Mission

Represent our members and to empower and support them with skills in advocacy, leadership, and communication to
positively impact the lives of all children.

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org
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PTA Membership

The number one reason to join Mason PTA is to benefit your child. Here are nine more reasons to join:

+ To better understand the school systeiany parents see PTA as their connection between home and school,
keeping them informed of school events and policies. Joining PTA allows them to work more closely with teach-
ers and gives them better insight into activities and workings of the school.

¢ To get to know other parentsPTA allows parents to get to know and interact with parents of their children’s

friends. Meeting other parents who are involved in the school helps parents feel more a part of their child’s educa-

tion.

« To play a part in decisions that affect childrerdoined with a network of more than 6 million members, parents’
voices are heard concerning issues that affect all children.

+ To be a positive volunteer role model for kidBy joining PTA, parents are showing children that they believe in

education and that school is important. It also provides ways for parents and their children to volunteer together.

+ To enhance your parenting skillsPTA provides parenting training and skills that are lifelong experiences.

+ To engage in partnerships with school administration and staT A regularly distributes newsletters that offer

members the opportunity to be aware of and respond to school issues and activities.

« To use your voice Parents have representation before legislatures to make a difference in the laws that affect all
children.

+ To build lasting friendships PTA events provide a forum to establish long term friendships with people who
have common goals.

« To belong Being a PTA member is a way to be included in a productive organized group that can affect change.

District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC)

The next District English Learner Advisory Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, January 31st from 6:30-8:00 PM at the
Ballard Parent Center in Old Town. A Spanish interpreter will be provided for your convenience.

For more information please call Debbie Campbell at 271-0410, ext. 157 on Mondays, Tuesdays or flex Wednesdays, of you can
email her at;: dcampbelll@sandi.net.

Please note additional meeting dates: Feb. 28, Apr. 17, May 15, and June 5.

Partners in Education ATTENTION:

Mason Elementary would like to thank our Partners in Edu- | | 7 4 e OMASON MARKETPLACEG (s .
cation for their continued support throughout the years: 2/23/08) has been cancelled.

+ Mission Federal Credit Union

¢ Mira Mesa Lanes Bike Safety Clasd Feb. 7 thru Feb. 21

Also, a special thank you to: Amanda Crane owner of An after-school bike safety class will be conducted on three con-

Golden Spoon (Poway and La Jolla) for donating free yo- secutive Thursdays, beginning Feb. 7 and ending Feb. 21. Look
gurts to the students via their Birthday Cards from the Prin- | | for more information and permission slips this week.
cipal.

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org
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Usborne Book Faid Thank You, Volunteers

Mason PTA would like to extend a rousing THANK YOU! to all who volunteered their time and/or ideas to the Ushorne Book
Fair in December, helping to make it a success. It would not have been possible without each and every one of you.

Holly Alspaugh Kathy Hall Jenny Meadows
Nha Banh Vivian Hermogino Tirzah Mihalov
Beth Brookshire Dawn Kaiser Lori Ovard

Bill Campbell Briana Kaminski Lisa Person
Wanda Campbell David Keely Kimberly Poole
Karin DeJauregui Wendy Keely Tiffany Salcedo
Ken Freese Nina McGuckin Anna Yi-Wei
Lester DeSilva Sylvia Young

and the custodial staff

Look WAAAAAY Ahead Do you want to know what’s on the Mason calendar between now and the end of the
school year? Here are a few important events to mark on your calendars now:

April 10: Students return from Spring Break

April 15: SSC/Governance Meeting, 2:30 -3:30 PM

April 16-17: Parent/Teacher conferences (by appointment), 12:15 PM DISMISSAL
April 17: Deadline to purchase advertising space on Jog -a-thon T-shirts
April 25: Coffee With the Principal and Vice -Principal, 8:00 AM

April 26: School Beautification Day

May 1: Spring Pictures

May 8: Jog -a-thon

May 20: SSC/Governance Meeting, 2:30 -3:30 PM
May 23: Coffee With the Principal and Vice -Principal, 8:00 AM
May 28 -June 18: State Testing (100% student attendance needed A thisis crtical )

June 12: Volunteer Tea

June 16 -20: 5th grade District Math Test

June 17: SSC/Governance Meeting, 2:30 -3:30 PM

June 20: Coffee With the Principal and Vice -Principal, 8:00 AM
June 26: Open House, 5:30 6:30 PM

June 30 -July 3: 4th grade Old Town / 5th grade Balboa Park
July 4: Holiday

July 11: Mason Track Meet

July 21: Last day of school / 5th grade promotion

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org
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PTA Presidentds Point

What 6s in a name?

Everyone has an opinion about the PTA i some favorable and some not so much. | got involved in the PTA last year
as a way to help my daughter have a more positive exp
about; only that it served the needs of the students at Mason. | learned that our PTA was a national organization that
was an advocate for our children. | also learned that locally, the PTA provided resources for our parents and teachers
to enhance the well being of our children. As we approach the mid-year mark of the school year, | think of all that we
have accomplished as a PTA to help support our students. Then | pause and think what if? What if we had more par-
ents involved in the activities at school.

My next question would be why more people dondét get i
heard ar e: invol vement in the PTA takes too much tim
ple are always running the show; the PTA is too political and nothing changes; | had a bad experience when | used to
be involved with the PTA; it is a huge organization a

| believe we can overcome most of these objections through the donation of the time you have. Give what you can of
your time whether it is 2 hours a year, 2 hours a month or 2 hours a week. Imagine what a difference we could make if
every one of our 500 families donated just a couple of hours a month. We could complete projects to make our school
more attractive and help connect the school with the students. We could reach out to the community with fundraisers
to help finance the technology and other non-budgeted curriculum needs of our children to make school more fun and
to encourage | earning. Af ter all, i sndt there more t
large number of our families would have a huge positive impact.

But | feel that some people are still hung up on the
call ourselves the Organization of Adults who want to Help at Mason or OAHM. We could meet regularly and plan
events to augment the curriculum and fund programs that are not in the school budget with the goal of helping our chil-
dren become well-rounded citizens.

On the other hand, there is an organization already in place that provides the resources and ideas to help us deliver a
quality program to our students. | think you get the point. The PTA provides a framework and it is up to the parents,
teachers and other concerned adults at Mason to use the tools the best way they feel appropriate.

To me the name of our organization doesndédt matter as
parents have the same goal. They want their children to become successful. To make this happen, ask your teacher
about ways to help or make sure to read this and future editions of this newsletter for upcoming events to improve our
school. Or better yet, volunteer some of your time to be on the PTA Board for the 2008-2009 school year. The only
requirements to serve are that you are passionate and committed to helping students at Mason. We will be having
Board elections in March and we need volunteers. If we do not have volunteers to help guide the PTA organization, |
am concerned that our children will miss out on the extra things that schools were meant to provide. Our students
need our help and together we can make a difference.

David Keely
PTA President, Dad of a 2™ grader
president@masonpta.org
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Coffee With the Principal, Feb. 22nd

Join Ms. Hardson for her monthly Coffee With the Principal meeting on Friday, February 22nd at 8:00 AM in the multipurpose
room. This is a great opportunity to keep informed and to ask questions.

Mark your calendars now for upcoming coffee dates: April 25, May 23

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org
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Jog-a-thon T-shirt Advertising Space for Sal@Marcie Exner, Joga-thon Coordinator)

The Mason Elementary School Technology Team and PTA are sponsoring Mason’s annual Spring Jog-a-thon on Thursday, May
8, 2008. Money raised by participants in this activity will be used to purchase computers and other technology equipment. Our
goal is to upgrade the existing computers in the classrooms and purchase software and other technology equipment.

We need your help. We are asking local retailers, merchants, or parents who own a business to purchase a 2” x 1-1/2” advertising
space on the back of our Jog-a-thon T-shirts for $100. Our goal is to sell 20 spaces in order to raise $2,000 to put towards the
purchase of the shirts. Approximately 1,000 students plus staff and parents wearing these popular shirts will offer you an out-
standing advertising opportunity. Please help us by telling your friends.

Thank you for helping make our 2008 Jog-a-thon a success.

Yes, | would like to place an ad on the back of the Mason Jog-a-thon T-shirt at a cost of $100.

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Business Name:

Place camera ready ad here or email art file to art@gooroographix.com
Preferred files

Adobe Illustrator

Freehand

Photoshop (Hi-Rez)

Call Terry for other formats @ 858-271-4466

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAG)Ms. Debbie Campbell, English Learner Support Teacher

The primary purpose of ELAC is to advise the principal and staff regarding issues relating to programs and services for Mason’s
English learners.

Is my child considered to be an English learner? How do they decide if my child is an English learner? What makes my child
considered to be an English learner? | want to find out what, who, how and why my child is placed in a certain classroom or
given a certain test. My child speaks English so he

If you would like to find out more please come to the ELAC meeting on February 12th at Mason Elementary Multipurpose
Room at 5:00 PM. If an interpreter is desired, please call (858) 271-0410 and let the office know what language. This meeting
is for ALL parents, English-only and English as a second language.

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org

sheod



