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The Lion’s Roar 

Lowell  Mason Elementary  School  

10340 San Ramon Drive  

San Diego ,  CA 92126;   (858)  271 -0410 

Princ ipal :   De idre  Hardson  

Look Ahead to: 
 

September 

Sept. 9:  Grandparent’s 

Day 

Sept. 10, 17, 24:  “Get 

Your Child Organized 

for Homework” - Free 

Workshop  

Sept. 12:  PTA Associa-

tion Meeting, 5:00-6:00 

PM 

Sept. 12: Back-to-School, 

6:00-7:00 PM 

Sept. 17-Oct. 1:  Cherry-

dale fundraiser 

 

October 

Oct. 1:  Picture Day 

Oct. 2:  PTA Board 

Meeting, 2:30 PM 

(teacher’s lounge) 

Oct. 3:  Bike to School 

Day 

Oct. 8-12:  Art Start 

Oct. 8, 15, 22:  Parent 

Workshop 

Oct. 10 : Make-up Pic-

ture Day 

Oct. 18: International 

Potluck, 5:00-7:00 PM 

Oct. 31:  Halloween 

Field Day 

Oct. 31:  Cherrydale de-

livery 
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A Message From Our New Principal 

 
Dear Mason Learning Community, 

 

I am excited that I have been chosen to serve as your new principal! 

 

For the past 3 and a half years, I happily served as principal at EB Scripps and am proud of the 

academic gains we had all worked so hard to achieve. While I will miss the sense of family we 

have established at EBS, I look forward to getting to know another group of professionals and 

the families of the Mason community. I welcome the prospect of becoming part of your team in 

support of all children. 

 

I have been an educator in San Diego Unified for 24 years.  I served as a Math teacher, AVID 

coordinator, Math Administrator, Vice Principal and Principal. I have worked at both Wangen-

heim and Challenger Middle Schools. Throughout my career, I have learned that collaboration 

is the key to positive growth. 

 

I believe that we are all teachers and learners. It is through working together as a team that we 

are able to create positive change and enhanced academic achievement.  I know that you will 

agree that it is important that the students' best interests come first in all decision-making. It is 

my role to ensure that the teachers and students have all of the tools and supports needed to 

achieve continual improvement.  I guarantee that each and every child will continue to receive 

a high quality education at Mason Elementary. 

 

Please be patient with me as I struggle to become acquainted with your school culture and com-

munity. I look forward to meeting each one of you! 

 

For our children, 

Deidre Hardson, Principal 

Updated Web Site 

  

Please visit our updated we site at http://

www.masonelementarypta.org. We have been 

working hard to make the site both functional and 

attractive. The site includes a Calendar, Maps, 

PTA Newsletter and the latest information on 

upcoming events.  We are always looking for 

ways to improve the site, so if you have any sug-

gestions or ideas after your visit, please let us 

know.  There is a Contact Us link on the site for 

your convenience. 

PTA Association MeetingðSeptember 12th, 5:00-6:00 PM 
 

To coincide with our Back-to-School night, the PTA will hold its first Association meeting of 

the school year on Sept. 12th  from 5:00-6:00 PM in the multipurpose room. 

Wanted:  Deep Freezer   
 

The 5th grade class sells popsicles every 

Wednesday to raise funds for their end-of-

the-year activities.  The 5th grade popsicle 

committee is looking for anyone who has a 

deep freezer that they are currently not 

using and would like to donate to Mason 

Elementary.  

 

Please contact Cheryl Gillard at cherylgil-

lard@gmail.com.  
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Safety Patrol 

 

The safety patrol is a program conducted by the San Diego Police Department which trains responsible 5th grade students in 

traffic safety issues.  As such, the 5th grade students are required to act in accordance with the rules and regulations of this 

program.   

 

1. Do not park in the red curb/fire lane areas under any circumstance.  If you do, your license plate number will be recorded.   

2. Cross the streets only at marked crossings:  Flanders and San Ramon; San Ramon and Pagoda; and San Ramon and Gold 

Coast.  If the students see you crossing in an undesignated area, they have been instructed to remind you to, ñPlease use the 

crosswalk next time.ò  

3. If a student officer asks you to wait before crossing, please do so.  

 

We have had too many instances over the years of adults ignoring the requests of the students, and in some cases, obscenities 

have been directed towards them.  Please be considerate and respectful of these students.   

Traffic Safety / Parking 

 

Too many close calls happen when parents stop in the middle of San Ramon or Gold Coast and allow their children 

to exit the cars.  For the safety of all children, please take the extra time to park your car so that your child can exit 

safely.  (Think what would happen if you were rear-ended as your child was exiting the car).  

 

The north and south parking lots are for faculty/staff parking only.  These lots will be roped off during drop-off and 

pick-up hours.   

 

Back-to-School Night  - September 12 

 

All parents, grandparents and guardians are invited back to school on  

September 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  This is an excellent opportu-

nity for you to meet your childôs/childrenôs teacher(s) and hear about 

what they will be learning, how the class will be conducted, home-

work, grading, etc.  This is a very important meeting, one you will 

not want to miss.  Questions are welcomed and encouraged.   

 

Donôt forget the PTA meeting from 5:00-6:00 PM in the MPR. 

Cherrydale Fundraiserð September 17 

thru October 1 

 

 The Cherrydale fundraiser will begin Sep-

tember 17th and will run through October 

1st.  Prizes will be awarded to the top sell-

ers.  Delivery of merchandise will take 

place on October 31st.  Look for the Cherry-

dale display at Back-to-School night on 

September 12th.   

PTA Association Meetings  

You are invited to attend the 4 Association meetings, which will be 

held during the school year.  Mark your calendars now for:  

 9/12, 5:00 PM  11/14, 5:00 PM 

 3/12, 5:00 PM  6/11, 5:00 PM   

Visitors :  All visitors are required to sign in at the office first, at which time 

you will receive a yellow ñVISITORò badge.   

 

Report Absences:  Please remember to notify the office (271-0410) if your 

child will not be at school due to illness or for other reasons.   

 

Picking Up Your Child Early:  If you need to pick up your child before the 

end of the school day, please check in at the office first.  You will be asked 

to show your ID and then given an ñexcused absenceò form to take to the 

teacher 

Partners in Education 
 

Mason Elementary would like to thank our 

Partners in Education, Mission Federal 

Credit Union and Mira Mesa Lanes, for 

their continued support throughout the 

years. 

Mason Lion Logo/School Song Contest 
 

We hope you have been working on a new 

lion logo and/or school song during your 

summer break.  The submission deadline is 

Sept. 12th at 5:00 PM, at which time PTA 

members will vote on their favorite entries.  

Remember, each winner will receive a $50 

gift card to Target.  
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Dress Code 

 

Students are not allowed to wear: 

Makeup 

Midriff tops (that show stomach) 

Tight fitting tops with low neck line 

Unhemmed or torn pants or shorts 

Oversized pants and shorts that do not stay up 

without a belt 

Open-toed shoes/sandals 

Clothing entirely in black 

Clothing that has inappropriate words, symbols or 

adult themes 

Knit caps; baseball hats must be worn with bill 

forward 

Bandannas 

Chain belts or wallet chains 

Sagging pants 

Wheeled shoes 

 

Students who wear inappropriate clothing will be sent 

to the office to call home for a change of clothing. If 

parents cannot be reached, then more appropriate 

clothing will be supplied for the students.  

Eating Lunch With Your Child 

Parents are welcome to eat lunch with their child.  

If your child is purchasing lunch, please meet him/

her in the lunch arbor and not in the multi-purpose 

room.   

Cost of School Lunch / Purchasing Milk 

 

The cost of school lunch is $1.50.  If your child is bringing his/

her own lunch and would like to purchase milk, the cost is 25¢.  

Only white & chocolate milk will be for sale.   

 

The school lunch menu can be accessed from the PTA website:  

www.masonelementarypta.org.    

PayPAMS 

Parents will be able to access their childôs cafeteria account on-

line and by telephone and make payments by using a Master-

Card/Visa/Discover card.  Parents can access their childôs ac-

count by going to www.sandi.net/food and clicking on credit 

card payments, or calling the automated phone service at (888) 

994-5100.  The childôs student ID number will be required to 

set up the account the first time.  Payments will take 2-3 busi-

ness days to be posted in the cafeteria system.  Contact (858) 

627-7330 with questions about Pin Number Cards or Pay 

PAMS. 

Free WorkshopðòGet Your Child Organized for 

Homeworkò 

All parents are welcomed and encouraged to attend a 3-

day workshop ð ñGet Your Child Organized for 

Homeworkò.  Participants will receive certificates at 

the completion of the workshop, as well as a homework 

tool kit.  Door prizes will also be given away.   

Please sign up as soon as possibleðflyers will be sent 

home the first week of school and will also be available 

in the school office.   

Mark your calendars for Mondays, September 10th, 

17th and 24th.  This workshop will be given in English 

at 9:00 AMð10:30 AM and in Spanish at 12:30 PMð

2:00 PM and is directed towards parents of children in 

grades K-6.  Childcare will be provided (sponsored by 

Mason PTA and ELAC).  

More information to come on the following workshops:  

October (Reading):  8th, 15th, 22nd 

November (Math): Nov. 26th, Dec. 3rd, 10th 

òWalk & Roll To Schooló ñOctober 3rd   

 
The federally funded ini-

tiative ñSafe Routes To 

Schoolò is aimed at reliev-

ing traffic congestions 

around schools AND en-

couraging school children 

to walk or ride their bikes 

to school.  It is also sup-

ported by our National 

PTA. Save the date of Oc-

tober 3, 2007 to join Ma-

son Elementary families 

and other schools in the 

Mira Mesa community to 

celebrate healthy living as 

we show our support for this event.   

 

Additional information can be accessed by logging onto: 

www.walktoschool.org. 

  

PTA Membership Drive 

Look for our PTA volunteers, who will be stationed at the front 

and back gates during the first week of school.  They will have 

information on the PTA and how to become a member, as well 

as answer any questions you might have.  Membership dues are 

only $7 for the year.   
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Parent/Community Involvement With Mason Elementary School 

 

The following committees and organizations represent several important groups that make up the decision-

making, budget advisory and community support bodies at Mason Elementary School.  They ensure that teach-

ers, school staff, administrators, parents and community members are all part of the process for creating school 

improvement goals and using the money appropriated to the school to achieve those goals.  If you would like 

more information please call the school office at 271-0410. 

 

Governance Team:  The goal of the Governance Team is to assist the principal in providing the best possible 

educational opportunities for all students to achieve their highest potential.  Issues pertaining to teaching and 

learning are discussed in this forum.   

 

School Site Council (SSC):  SSC monitors the state-mandated Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA), 

develops goals and methods to improve the school, and makes budgetary decisions for state funds allocated to 

different areas of the SPSA. 

 

English Learner Advisory Council (ELAC):  ELAC is a school group of parents and staff working to pro-

mote academic excellence for English Learners.  A representative of the group attends the District English 

Learner Advisory Council (DELAC) each month. 

Box Tops for Education (Briana Kaminski)  

There are three ways to help our school earn money through Box Tops for Education.  

The most recognized way is to clip Box Top coupons from products.  Just clip and send 

them with your child to school.  Each Box Top is worth $.10.  Our school can earn up to 

$20,000 a year.  Parent volunteers will collect the Box Tops and the class with the most Box Tops at the end of 

the year will earn a party!  Letõs take advantage of the $20,000 a year we can earn just by clipping the Box 

Tops.  Also, check your receipt at Albertsonõs and Vons because some purchases award bonus Box Tops at the 

bottom of the receipt or on a special receipt.  Tell grandparents, friends and neighbors to save the Box Tops for 

your child.  It is an easy and inexpensive way to help out.  I am looking for parent volunteers for each grade 

level to periodically gather the Box Tops from the classrooms then count and record them.  Please email me at 

brianakam@sbcglobal.net if you can help.  Shopping on-line at boxtops4education.com earns our school 8% of each 

qualifying purchase.  We can earn up to $20,000 per year through Shop.  A special Box Tops Visa card allows 

our school to earn 1% of every purchase made.  You can apply on-line at boxtops4education.com or by calling 1-

800-650-0235.  Again, we can earn up to $20,000 per year through Charge.  Every new member who signs up 

for the Box Tops Booster Club at boxtops4education.com will earn bonus Box Tops for our school.  Thank you 

for your help and interest in this program.    

eScrip:  Electronic Scrip Incorporated (ESI) is a California-based corporation dedicated to establishing rela-

tionships between commerce and community ñ to provide resources to organizations and projects that support 

children. ESI introduced the eScrip program in 1999 and has distributed over $120 million to schools and youth 

organizations across the country. 

 

Here’s How it Works 

You can register any one or all of your existing grocery loyalty, debit and credit cards for use in the program 

by logging onto www.escrip.com and following the 4 easy steps. 

Participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, based on purchases made by you, 

just by using the cards you have registered. 

Your purchases are tracked and available to you online, allowing you to see just how much you are earning on your childôs 

behalf. 

International Potluck—Recipes Requested    October 18th is our annual International Potluck, which is always a big success.  

Not only will we dine on delicacies from around the world, but we will also be treated to entertainment presented by students 

from each grade.  The PTA is starting a new tradition ð we will be collecting recipes from the potlucks each year, beginning 

with the October 18th event.  So, if you have a recipe (especially one that represents your cultural heritage), please submit it to 

the Office ahead of time and they will place it in the PTA mail box.   

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 
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THE LIONõS ROAR  A Welcome Message from Our New PTA President  

 
The PTA would like to welcome all of our new students, parents and staff to Mason.  For those of you returning, we 

hope you had a great break and it will be good to see you again.  Because the lion is our mascot, we would like everyone 

to take PRIDE in our school, so we thought we would make that the theme for this year.  We have a lot of great things 

planned for this year, both new and expected.  We hope to provide events for not only our students, but parents and the 

community too.  But most of all, we would like to encourage everyone to join the PTA. 

 

Membership in the PTA sends the signal to your child, the school district and legislators that education is important; 

further supporting the fact that students whose parents are involved in their education do better in school.  Getting in-

volved in the PTA can take on many forms.  The most important is that of just joining.  If you would like to volunteer, 

we have opportunities where you can donate an hour of your time or volunteer to help out with a fundraising event or 

Board position.  Your involvement, at whatever level, is much appreciated. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at Back-to-School night.  In addition to meeting your teachers, we need your help by 

casting your vote to approve the PTAôs budget, bylaws and programs for the new school year.  While the PTA Board 

helps with organization, the real authority of the PTA comes from the membership.  Without your vote of approval we 

cannot conduct our programs to enhance the learning experience of our children.  These documents can be found on our 

website at www.masonelementarypta.org.  I look forward to a great year.  If you should have any comments I would 

appreciate your feedback at:  president@masonelementarypta.org. 

 

Thank you, 

David Keely 

PTA President & Dad of a 2nd Grader 

                                                                           MASON PTA BOARD 
                                                                                       2007/2008 

 

President: David Keely    Ways & Means/Hospitality: Kimberly Poole 

Secretary: Tiffany Salcedo   Programs/Assemblies/Health & Safety: Lita Eatmon-Ponciano 

Treasurer: Nina McGuckin   Newsletter: Lori Ovard 

Auditor: Amy Campbell   Fundraiser Review: Kathy Hall 

Historian: Wendy Keely   School Volunteer Coordinator: Elise Potter 

Parliamentarian: Karin De Jauregui  Childcare:  Holly Alspaugh 

Membership/Volunteers: Tirzah Mihalov Box Tops 4 Education:  Briana Kaminski 

      Web Master:  Brad Brockmeyer 

                                                                   AVAILABLE PTA POSITIONS           
 

PTA Board Positions 

 

1. Vice PresidentðMembership 

2. Reflections Visual Arts Program Chairperson 

3. Rummage Sale and Craft Fair Chairperson    

 

Committee Volunteers wanted (ongoing)  Event Support Volunteers (1 event) 

 

Membership      International Potluck 

Hospitality      Talent Show 

Sign Makers      Book Fair 

Newsletter Assistant 

Restaurant Nights (4 for the year) 

 

For job descriptions or more information, contact David Keely at president@masonlementarypta.org. 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 
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 Mason Elementary School   ·   10340 San Ramon Drive   ·   San Diego, California  92126   · (858) 271-0410 
  

Take Take PridePride  in Mason PTA!in Mason PTA!  

  
  

Dear Mason Parents, Staff, and Friends,Dear Mason Parents, Staff, and Friends,  

  

You would do anything you could to help the children in your lives.  So would we.  We are Mason PTA (Parent/You would do anything you could to help the children in your lives.  So would we.  We are Mason PTA (Parent/

Teacher Association).  Teacher Association).    

  

We are just like you We are just like you --  moms and dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles, teachers and administrators, and community moms and dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles, teachers and administrators, and community 

members who care enough about Masonõs children and their education to do something to make a better school. We members who care enough about Masonõs children and their education to do something to make a better school. We 

want to create an atmosphere where teachers and administrators can do their best work, and so can our children.  want to create an atmosphere where teachers and administrators can do their best work, and so can our children.  

There is a lot to do, and we need your help. There is a lot to do, and we need your help.   

  
Please join Mason PTA today!Please join Mason PTA today!   

  
  

Your dues provide funding for our local unit and support the San Diego Council, Ninth District, State, and National Your dues provide funding for our local unit and support the San Diego Council, Ninth District, State, and National 

PTAs.  Through these organizations, you have access to many valuable onPTAs.  Through these organizations, you have access to many valuable on--line parenting and education resources as line parenting and education resources as 

well as discounts at well as discounts at Barnes & NobleBarnes & Noble, , Office DepotOffice Depot   and other organizations that are PTA partners. But more impor-and other organizations that are PTA partners. But more impor-

tant, your membership sends the signal that you are involved in your childõs school and care about their education.  tant, your membership sends the signal that you are involved in your childõs school and care about their education.  

Studies have shown that students whose parents are involved in their school do better in the classroom. Studies have shown that students whose parents are involved in their school do better in the classroom.   Who Who 

wouldnõt want that?wouldnõt want that?  

          Check out www.pta.org for more information about your PTA benefits. Check out www.pta.org for more information about your PTA benefits.   

  

  

Please Please join Mason PTAjoin Mason PTA .  Our goal is to have at least one family member and every staff member represented.  You .  Our goal is to have at least one family member and every staff member represented.  You 

can be a voice for your children, and all children.  Share your concerns and ideas with other parents and educators can be a voice for your children, and all children.  Share your concerns and ideas with other parents and educators 

and we will share ours with you. Itõs easy!  Just complete the attached Membership Application, enclose it with your and we will share ours with you. Itõs easy!  Just complete the attached Membership Application, enclose it with your 

$7.00 dues in an envelope, and return it to your childõs teacher, the school office or by mail.  Youõll get the member-$7.00 dues in an envelope, and return it to your childõs teacher, the school office or by mail.  Youõll get the member-

ship card, but your children will have the benefit of knowing you care enough about their education to do something ship card, but your children will have the benefit of knowing you care enough about their education to do something 

about it. about it.   

  

  If you would like to volunteer to help in a PTA activity during the year If you would like to volunteer to help in a PTA activity during the year ðð  we welcome you!we welcome you!       

If not, thatõs okIf not, thatõs ok  --  your membership is what is important because it shows your your membership is what is important because it shows your PRIDEPRIDE   in our school.in our school.   

  

Thank you for your support.  We appreciate it!Thank you for your support.  We appreciate it!   

  

Tirzah MihalovTirzah Mihalov   

Mason PTA Membership ChairMason PTA Membership Chair   
membership@masonelementarypta.org  

  

  
 



 

www.MasonElementaryPTA.org 
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WHAT HAS MASON PTA PURCHASED FOR OUR SCHOOL? 
 

The fundraisers in the 2006/2007 school year have given the Mason PTA the opportunity to pay for the following 

items: 

 

Banners to Advertise School/PTA Events  Carpeting for Bungalows 

Donation to 5th Grade Promotion   Kindergarten Equipment Shed 

Field Trip Bussing     PE Boom Boxes 

Library Books      Playground Equipment 

Assisted in Library Overhaul    Laminator 

T-shirts for the Music/Band Concerts   Die Cuts 

Safety Patrol Hats, T-shirts and Sweatshirts  Back-To-School Folders 

Refreshments for Fundraisers and Events  Emergency Lunch Fund and Snacks 

School-wide Assemblies    Teacher Appreciation Luncheons 

Grade Level Assemblies    School Supplies for Teachers 

Shared Expense of Digital Overhead Projectors  Teacher Discretionary Funds 

Adopt-a-Planter Projects-including tools, soil, flowers Nurse Supplies 

 

WHAT FUNDRAISERS DOES THE PTA HELP PLAN OR ORGANIZE? 
 

SEPTEMBER:      MAY: 
PTA Membership Drive     Jog-a-Thon 

Cherrydale Fundraiser 

 

FALL:   

Mason Family Cookbook 

 

NOVEMBER, MARCH,    THROUGHOUT SCHOOL YEAR: 

FEBRUARY AND JULY:    Box Tops 4 Education 

Restaurant Nights     E-scrip 

 

WHAT SCHOOL EVENTS DOES THE PTA HELP PLAN OR ORGANIZE? 
 

SEPTEMBER:      MAY: 
Boo Hoo Breakfast (1st day of school)   Teacher Appreciation Week Luncheon 

 

OCTOBER:      JUNE: 
International Potluck; PE Dance Performance  Open House 

Red Ribbon Week 

Opera Assembly 

 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER:    EVENTS THROUGHOUT SCHOOL YEAR: 

Teacher/Staff Thanksgiving/    Coffee With the Principal 

Holiday Appreciation Luncheon    School Assemblies 

       School Newsletter and Web Site 

FEBRUARY/MARCH:       (www.masonelementarypta.org)    

Book Fair Events (date TBD)    School T-shirts 

 

Come to our first meeting on September 12th at 5:00 PM to see how you can help out during the fun-draising in the 

2007-2008 school year.  

 

PTA membership dues are $7.00.  Please complete the PTA membership application (last page) and return it with 

your child, along with the $7.00 membership dues.   
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                                                                      PTA MEETING AGENDA 

                                                                     September 12, 2007; 5:00 PM 

 

 

Association Vote: 

 

PTA Budget for 2007-2008 school year 

PTA Bylaw updates 

PTA Program 

School Mascot 

School Song 

 

 

Topics to discuss: 

 

School Spirit Ideas 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Open Forum 

 

 

Notes: 
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