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Dear  Lion Families,  
 

Welcome to Mason  Elementary School !  At Mason,  we 
believe that creating successful students requires the best efforts of 
everyone  on the Mason team -including parents ! Daily attendance is 
critical  and students are expected to arrive  on time, rested  and 
ready to learn. In our school community, all stakeholders are 
teachers and learners. Each learner is encouraged to achieve 
academic and social success, enjoy learning, celebrate diversity, 
develop analytical skills, and model exemplary  behavior. We 
empower our learners to be responsible for their own inquiry. Our 
learners are active participants in their academic development and 
every individual  has a responsibility not just to perform a task, but 
to do it to the best of their ability.   

Mahatma Gandhi said, òWe must be the change that we 
wish to see in the world.ó We are committed to character building 
and embrace character education as an integral part of our 
curriculum. In order for learners to excel, they require an 
environment that encourages them to take risks. All members of the 
Mason  school community work together to create a nurturing 
environment so that learners can take risks without anxiety, can 
think critically, and are encouraged to ask questions about their 
learning and the ir world.  

Our learning community is to be commended for performing 
well above district and state averages on standardized tests each 
year.  In fact, our base Academic Performance Index (API) score 
exceeds the interim statewide performance target of 800. W e need  
the support of everyone so that we can continue on this path of 
success. Please  take advantage of all that is happening at our school 
and donõt hesitate to immerse yourself in the Mason Lion Spirit!  
 

For our children,  
Ms. Deidre E. Hardson  
Princi pal  

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF  MASON                                                
Masonôs mission is to support the district in the concept that every child will 

learn to his or her maximum potential in a safe, orderly, and nurturing 

environment. Our goals are to provide a quality instructional program; provide 

maximum opportunities for students to learn; show academic progress in all 

curricular areas; provide a high level of instruction that addresses the individual 

needs of all students; continue an accountability process in literacy and math that 

focuses on high standards and grade-level expectations; provide opportunities for 

teachers, administrators, and parents to learn effective strategies to enhance 

student success; and continue a shared decision-making process that involves 

parents, teachers, and administrators. 

 

MORNING ARRIVAL  
Please plan a safe route to and from school with your child.  Safety Rules which 

must be followed by all students are: 
1.) Cross ONLY at crosswalks and donôt cross the street between cars! 

2.) WALK; donôt run, across the street! Never play in the street! 

 Students will enter the school through the main entrance gate and report 

to the playground to line up NO EARLIER THAN 7:30 A.M.  Class 

begins at 7:45 a.m.  

 Teachers will escort students from designated line up areas to the 

classrooms. Please be sure your children arrive at school on time. 

Children arriving late to school miss out on valuable instructional time.   

 

BELL SCHEDULE   
7:30 a.m.  Office Opens; Main Gate Opens for Students 

7:40 a.m.  Line-up Bell 

7:45 a.m.   School Begins 

10:00-10:15 a.m.  Recess grades 1-2  

10:20-10:35 a.m.   Recess grades 3-4 

10:40-10:55 a.m.   Recess grades 5, K 

12:15 p.m.  K-5 Dismissal-Thursdays only 

11:40- 12:15 p.m. Lunch/Recess - Grades 1, 2         

12:00-12:35 p.m.  Lunch/Recess - Grades 3, 4         
.       
12:20-12:55 p.m.  Lunch/Recess Grade 5   

12:30-1:05 p.m.                 Lunch/Recess - Grade K                   . 
2:10 p.m.  Grades K-5 dismissed (Mon., Tues., Wed., & Friday) 

3:00 p.m.   Office Closes 
**Our Main Entrance Gate will open at 7:00 a.m. on the first day of school ONLY. Class lists will be 

posted and then students will line-up outside of their classroom. 



ATTENDANCE (Phone Number:(858)271-0410 Press ñ21ò   ) 
 

 PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD ATTEND SCHOOL 

DAILY. Regular attendance is required except for illness.  

State law places the responsibility for regular attendance 

upon the parents.  Parents will be contacted if their child has 

recurrent absences. 

 Please call the school on the first day of their childôs 

absence, give: (1) the childôs name (2) room # (3) reason 

for the absence (a note with the same information will 

suffice when he/she returns to school). 
 

Absences for the following reasons are excused but NOT funded.   

Funding is only earned for a day when a student is present.  
1.) Verified illness, medical or dental appointments. 

2.) Attendance at funeral services for a member of the immediate family. 

             

INDEPENDENT STUDY CONTRACTS (I.S.C.) can be arranged in advance 

for absences to ensure an excused absence. Please call the school to make 

arrangements one week before the start of the contract so the teacher 

has time to prepare the work.   

  Procedures for Independent Study Contracts (I.S.C.): 

1.) Contact the school office to receive an I.S.C. 

2.) Parent will fill out and sign the contract 

3.) Teacher provides classroom work that will be missed 

4.) Student will turn in completed work upon their return 
 NOTE:   When school is missed for religious holidays you may fill out an Independent Study Contract. 

 

RELEASE OF STUDENTS/EMERGENCY CARD  
Students are expected to remain on the school grounds during 

school hours.  If you wish to have your child released from school 

during school hours, please come to the office and obtain a 

release slip. For the protection of your child, students are only 

released to authorized persons whose names are listed on the 

studentôs registration card.  Students will not be released by 

telephone requests. PLEASE BE SURE THIS CARD IS 

UPDATED AS CHANGES OCCUR 

(Note: you must show picture ID and be on the studentôs 

contact card in order to be authorized for pick-up). 

 

DISMISSAL                                                                     
At the end of the school day, parent or designee must pick up 

kindergarten students. (Students participating in the After School 

Daycare Programs will report to the MPR.  Students participating in 

extended day enrichment programs report to the designated location 

immediately following dismissal).  It is very important that 

students leave the campus promptly after school ends.  Students 

who have not been picked up by 2:30 p.m. should report to the 

office.  The office staff cannot be responsible for students left in 

the school office after hours. Students who are chronically picked 

up late from school impact the functioning of the school office 

tremendously. Parents will be called on each occurrence and if 

parents cannot be reached, school police will be called.   

 

LIMITED BEFORE/ AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
Prime Time (used to be called ñ6-6ò) operates a licensed childcare 

program at Mason.  An application is required. For a complete 

schedule of operation and services offered, please contact the Prime 

Time office at (858) 586-0251. 

 

INSURANCE 
Many parents are unaware that the School District does not have insurance to 

cover studentsô accidents.  If you feel that your personal medical insurance needs 

are not being met, you may be interested in applying for student supplemental 

insurance.  The applications are available in the school office. 

 

STUDENT PATROL/ T RAFFIC AND PARKING  
A fifth grade student patrol assists with monitoring student safety 

and traffic in front of the school main entrance.  Our patrol 

volunteers are on duty from 7:25 a.m. - 7:50 a.m. and from 2:10 

p.m.- 2:30 p.m. For student safety, please obey all traffic laws, 

parking ordinances, and the Student Patrol when driving or parking 

at or near the school. Parking lots are restricted to staff members 

only for safety reasons.  

The parking lots will be closed from 7:30-7:50 & 2:00-2:25 p.m.  

 

 



BICYC LES 
 (Mason is not responsible for theft or damage to any bicycle). 

 Students in grade 4 and 5 only are permitted to ride bicycles to school. 

Students who do not abide by the rules listed below will lose the privilege 

of riding their bicycle to school.   
 

1. Students are required to obey all traffic laws and wear a helmet. 

2. Bicycles must be licensed. 

3. Bicycles must be walked, not ridden, on school grounds. 

4. All bicycles are to be left in the bike racks and must be locked. 

5. No playing in or around the bicycle racks, before, during, or after 

school hours. 

 
STUDY TRIPS 
Classes go on instructional field trips throughout the school year.  A 

parent or guardian must provide signed, written permission to 

participate.  Without authorized written permission, the student is 

not permitted to participate.  PHONE PERMISSION IS NOT 

ACCEPTABLE.  
 

Transportation/Bus for Study Trips 
To ensure safety, the student is expected to obey these transportation rules: 

1. Follow all directions given by the driver. 

2. Enter and leave the bus in an orderly manner. 

3. Physical playing or rough conduct is not permitted. 

4. Remain seated at all times with feet and arms out of the aisle. 

5. Keep hands, feet, and objects inside of the bus. 

6. Ask the driver for permission to open the window. 

7. Use quiet voices while on the bus. 

8. Do not eat or drink on the bus. 

9. Radios may not be brought onto the bus. 

10. Report any problems on the bus to your teacher 

 

LOST AND FOUND 
Please mark all belongings with your childôs full name and room 

number.  The lost and found cart is located outside the multi-

purpose room.  All unclaimed articles remaining at the end of the 

semester are donated to charitable organizations.  Periodically we 

will display all the lost and found items in the courtyard. Expensive 

or small items are kept in the office. 

CAFETERIA SERVICES  
The school cafeteria serves a well balanced lunch daily.  Mason offers a 

breakfast program as well.  Sample menus are sent home on a monthly 

basis.  The Point of Sale program provides a pin number account for each 

student.  Students can purchase lunch on a daily basis or use their prepaid 

pin account.  Parents are encouraged to purchase meals in advance for 

their child.  It is the responsibility of the parent to ensure that their child 

has a positive meal account balance.  This is the time to PREPAY INTO 

THE ACCOUNT.  Please include cash or a check made out to Mason 

School Cafeteria with the studentôs name, birth date, room number, and 

the amount enclosed written on the sealed envelope submit to the 

cafeteria or the front office on Monday morning.   

 

Parents may also track account meal balances and deposit funds directly 

into student lunch accounts using their credit card.   

Please visit the Food Services website @ www.sandi.net/food for more 

information (858-627-7330).  

 
Cost of Lunch 

The cost of lunch is $1.75 and includes milk (not sold without milk 

unless a written statement from your doctor is on file with the cafeteria). 

The cost of Breakfast is $1.00.  Milk  can be purchased for $.50 by 

those bringing a lunch from home. 

 

Some students qualify for free or reduced priced meals. PLEASE APPLY 

FOR FREE/REDUCED LUNCH IF THERE IS A CHANCE THAT YOU 

MAY QUALIFY. THIS HELPS OUR SCHOOL AND YOUR CHILD.  

Information will be sent home with all students at the beginning of the 

school year.   

 

LUNCH LOANS ARE NOT AVAILABLE.   

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION S 
Birthdays are a very important day in a childôs life.  Unfortunately, we do 

not have time for a big celebration or party for each child as it takes so 

much time away from instruction.  If you would like to celebrate your 

childôs birthday at school, please: 
1. Let your childôs teacher know at least two days in advance. 

2. Keep it simple ï a healthy snack that can easily be distributed. 

3. The celebration will be the last 15 minutes of the day. 

http://www.sandi.net/food


SCHOOL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN  

         
Our extensive School Safety Plan for emergency preparedness 

includes a practice fire*, lock down** and earthquake drill**  for 

staff and students on a regular basis.  A large-scale emergency 

preparedness drill is held involving all staff, students, and parent 

volunteers each year.  There are evacuation maps posted in each 

room. In the event it is necessary to evacuate* the school campus, 

students will be taken to Mesa Verde Park. In case of emergency 

that warrants a campus lock down**, parents pick up their 

child(ren) at the Parent Communication/Reunion Gate located at the 

south entrance to the campus on Gold Coast once the S.D. Police 

Dept. has given the ñall clearò. 

 

NOTE:   

 *Short intermittent bel ls = evacuate 

**Long continuous bell   =lock down, duck and cover until directed. 

***Teachers are told when to have earthquake drills in advance 

 

HEALTH AND ACCIDENT PROCEDURES 

 
 

Health Reasons for Non-Attendance 
 

Final decisions and exceptions regarding attendance for reasons of 

health of any student will be at the discretion of the school 

nurse/designee. 

 A child with a temperature greater than 100 degrees should 

be excluded until the temperature is normal for at least 24 

hours. However, Children too ill to participate in normal 

school activities should be excluded from school attendance 

whether or not the child has a fever. 

 Children with persistent vomiting should be excluded from 

school until vomiting has stopped for at least 24 hours. 

 Children with a known or suspected contagious illness 

should be excluded from school.  
 

Administrating Medication at School 
1. Children may not be given any kind of medication at school 

unless he/she has a written statement from a physician on file in 

the nurseôs office. 

2. Parents must submit a ñPhysicianôs Recommendation for 

Medicationò for any student who must take medication 

prescribed by a physician during the school day.  The original  

medicine container must include (1) name of student, (2) name 

of prescribing physician, (3) an identification number of the 

prescription on the container, (4) name of pharmacy, (5) the 

amount of medication to be taken and time(s).  Parents are 

responsible for maintaining their childôs supply of medicine 

in the office.  No injections may be given at school except by a 

registered nurse.  All medicines are kept in the nurseôs office, 

with the exception of inhalers when the prescribing physician 

authorizes in writing that the child is qualified, has 

demonstrated proper technique, and is capable of self -

administering the medication. 

3. Staff will take care of all minor injuries at school.  In the event 

of a more serious injury, parents are always notified and 

requested to come to the school for their child. The phone 

number and name of an alternate emergency contact must be on 

file in the event the parent cannot be reached. 

4. Medication forms are available in the school office or online at 

http://www.sandi.net, click on ñFor Parents.ò 

 
Inclement Weather Days 

Please dress your child appropriately for the weather. If the weather 

is quite bad, your child will not be sent outdoors at recess or 

lunchtime.  ñBadò weather usually constitutes rain, extreme wind, 

or a day that seems quite cold because of a combination of cloudy 

weather and wind.   Other than the conditions described above, we 

encourage all children to go outside for recess. Students are 

encouraged to wear sunscreen and caps during outside activities. If 

a child is too sick to go outside, he/she is probably too sick to be 

at school.  

 

http://www.sandi.net/
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HOME - SCHOOL COMPACT  
 
Mason Elementary and the parents of the students participating in activities, services, and 
programs funded by Title I, agree that this compact outlines how the parents, staff, and the 
students will share responsibility for improved student academic achievement.  This 
compact also outlines the means by which the staff and parents will build and develop a 
partnership which will help children achieve Californiaôs high standards.  This Home/School 
Compact is in effect during the 2008-9  school year. 
 

STUDENT COMMITMENTS 
Academic: 

1. I will attend school daily, on time, prepared, and ready to work and learn. 
2. I will understand that I am expected to learn, complete all assignment to 

the best of my ability, and get help when I need it. 
Citizenship: 

3. I will follow school rules and cooperate with adults and other students. 
4. I will respect the rights of others to learn and help to create a positive 

learning environment for everyone. 
5. I will follow teacher instructions and not be disruptive in class. 
6. I will not use profanity or make derogatory statements (ñput-downsò). 
7. I will respect the property of the school, community, and others. 

Home: 

 8. Every day, I will spend time reading (including reading for fun), studying, 
and completing homework. 

 
TEACHER COMMITMENTS 
Teaching and Learning: 

1. I will set high expectations for student learning and use a variety of 
teaching strategies to motivate and encourage all of my students. 

2. I will provide an enriching academic program based on standards. 
3. I will give my students timely feedback on their work 
4. I will provide a safe and positive atmosphere for learning. 
5. I will advocate for my studentsô non-academic needs. 

School: 

6. I will help to crate a welcoming environment for students, families, and 
community members 

7. I will provide opportunities for parents to volunteers, observe, and/or 
participate in classroom activities. 

Home: 

8. I will communicate with parents through frequent reports on their childôs 
progress, and will notify parents of any concerns or problems in a timely 
manner. 

9. I will schedule parent-teacher conferences, return parent calls, and be 
reasonably available to parents. 

10. I will suggest ways that parents can support their childôs learning at 
home, including the importance of reading daily with their child, and 
limiting television viewing. 

 

 
 
 
 

HOME - SCHOOL COMPACT (continued) 
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN COMMITMENTS 
School Support: 

1. I will ensure my child attends school daily, on time, prepared, and ready 
to work and learn. 

2. I will hold high expectations for my child and regularly monitor my childôs 
progress. 

3. I will know and support school/classroom rules, and the site discipline 
and attendance plan. 

4. I will advocate for my child by understanding student/parent rights and 
responsibilities. 

5. I will participate in decisions, as appropriate, related to the education of 
my child. 

6. I will plan family vacations for times when school in not in session. 
School Communications and Involvement: 

7. I will contact teachers/counselors about concerns or problems in a timely 
manner. 

8. I will attend a minimum of one parent-teacher conference a year. 
9. I will be available to teachers and will return teacher calls in a timely 

manner. 
Home Learning: 

10. I will provide a regular time, place, and supervision for homework 
completion. 

11. I will read to my child or ensure that my child reads daily just for 
pleasure. 

12. I will limit my childôs television viewing time and encourage positive used 
of out-of-school time. 

 
 
Through this Compact, I agree to fulfill my roles and responsibilities 
in the learning process, and commit to achieve district academic 
and citizenship standards. 
 

School Administrator: Deidre E. Hardson      September 4, 2008  

 Deidre Hardson, Principal Date 
   (Approved by SSC 4/15/08) 

 
 
Parent:   
  Date  
Student:   
  Date 
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SAN DIEGO UNIFED SCHOOLS 
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TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY  

 
 In the fall, an annual meeting will be held to share with parents the Title I program 

and its requirements. 

 

 Mason Elementary School will provide a flexible number of meetings to allow for 

parent involvement. These monthly meetings will be scheduled by the school, in 

languages appropriate for the parent groups, as required by Education Code 52164. 

Topics covered during the meetings will include: 

 Improving communication between the school and home; 

 discussing current student assessment data and student progress; 

 providing information about school and district resources for student 

 academic improvement; 

 evaluating the effectiveness of the schoolôs parent involvement policy to increase 

parent participation in Title I activities; 

 conferencing with teachers; 

 providing training programs to help parents support and work with their children 

at home and at school. 

 

 Parental input from the parent meetings and training sessions will be shared with the 

School Site Council (SSC) to provide an organized, ongoing, timely way of involving 

parents in the planning, review, and decision-making for improvement of the 

program. 

 

 The school wide Parent Newsletter from the PTA is sent home informing 

parents/community of all meetings of interest.  The PTA Newsletter is used to 

advertise parent meetings, and will include the advertising of District Advisory 

Councilôs Harold J. Ballard Parent Center, Parent University, and other relevant 

meetings held throughout the district.  

 

 During parent meetings, opportunities will be provided for parental suggestions.  

These suggestions will be reviewed in a timely fashion and, if possible, responses 

will be given by the next scheduled meeting. Topics appropriate for SSC 

Review / action will be placed on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting 

by the school administration. 

 

Å  Parents are notified annually of individual student assessment results by the Research 

and Reporting Department and the Testing Department. An explanation of the 

information is available in several languages. 

Listed below are some of the parent involvement activities at Mason Elementary: 

 

 Coffee with the Principal- Once a Month parents are welcome to sit and 

have coffee with the Principal.  During this time, the Principal updates 

parents on any activities that will be occurring during the next month, 

presents the school budget, instructional plan, and various other topics 

related to student instruction.  Parents are welcome to ask questions which 

relate to the school as a whole. 2007-08 Coffee Dates: Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 

25, Feb. 22, April 25, May 23, 2008. 

 

 Coffee with the Vice-Principal- Once a Month parents are welcome to sit 

and have coffee with the V.P. will engage parents positively in their 

childrenôs education by helping them to develop skills to use a t home that 

support their childrenôs academic efforts at school.  2007-08 Coffee Dates: 

Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 25, Feb. 22, April 25, May 23, 2008. 

 

 International Pot Luck- An annual October event sponsored by the PE 

department and PTA.  Families are invited to celebrate their heritage by 

bringing in their favorite family dish to share with other Mason families at 

the potluck.  After the wonderful feast, students perform various 

international dances, which they learned during their PE classes. 

 

 Publishing Parties are held during the course of the year, throughout the 

various grade-levels.  Parents are invited to come to their childrenôs 

classrooms to see first-hand what their children are learning in school in 

language arts and in writing development.  Teachers and childrenôs work 

inform parents how their children are developing as writers. Parents may 

visibly and directly affect their childrenôs success and their learning by 

coming in to the classrooms to support their efforts.  Furthermore, parents 

can follow-up on some of the writing strategies used in the classroom to 

assist their children at home.  Publishing Parties provide parents with the 

awareness of techniques and strategies, which they may utilize to improve 

their childrenôs academic success and to assist their children in learning at 

home. 

 

 Family Math / Literacy Workshops   Four Family Literacy Workshops have 

been scheduled for the 2007-2008 school year.  The purpose is to provide 

parents with information to support them in working at home with their 

children.  Title I parent involvement funds are being used to purchase book 

bags and books for home reading, pamphlets and informational materials 

for parents, babysitting, and refreshments. 

 

 Kindergarten Family Literacy  (July of each year) 

Following kindergarten registration, new parents are invited to attend a 

Kindergarten Family Literacy.  Title I funds are used to purchase books for 

students to take home, pamphlets and informational materials for parents, 

babysitting, and refreshments. Parents will be informed on how to prepare 

their children for Kindergarten, of the Kindergarten Standards and 

expectations, and how they can help their children to prepare for school in 

the fall. Classroom tours will be offered in order for parents to get an idea 

of what a kindergarten classroom looks like, itôs setting and composition. 
   (Approved by SSC 5/20/08) 
 



CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENT S 
Every elementary school in our district must abide by a formula 

consideration that controls how many teachers are assigned to a school.  If 

enrollment is up or down, we could either gain or lose a teacher.  Any 

change in the total number of teachers assigned means a reorganization of 

present classes.  All present class assignments are temporary and subject 

to change. 

 

Student placement is a team effort involving the classroom teacher, the 

principal, and any other professional at our site who knows your childôs 

academic and social/emotional needs.  Parents are an essential part of the 

team as they express the needs of their child to their childôs classroom 

teacher and/or the principal.  We welcome information regarding the type 

of learner you feel your child is, his/her social/emotional needs, and the 

type of environment your child will work best in for a successful year. 

However, please do not indicate a preference for a specific teacher.  

 

SCHOOL VISITATION/TE ACHER CONFERENCES 
          We welcome visits by parents.  We would suggest delaying your 

initial visit until after the first week of school so that you can see the 

regular program in operation.  Letting the teacher know ahead of time 

regarding a visit can minimize impact on classroom instruction.  Visits 

during State Mandated Testing periods are discouraged. 

(NOTE:  California State Law requires that all non-students and others 

without official business in a school building or on the school grounds 

must register in the school office.  This means that all visitors to the 

school, including parents, must report to the office, provide ID 

and sign in.  A visitor tag will be issued when you sign in permitting 

you to remain on school grounds.  Although this requirement may be an 

inconvenience, it was designed to maintain the security and safety of all 

children while at school).  

        We feel that good communication between home and school is 

tremendously important, and we encourage conferences between parents 

and teachers.  Planned parent teacher conferences are part of our first 

pupil progress reporting period. If you would like additional conferences, 

we ask that you arrange for such conferences by note or telephone for a 

time either before or after school. Conferences during class time are not 

appropriate and it is not possible for the teacher to talk with  you during 

the time that class is in session.  

 

CHARACTER EDUCATION  
Our character education program strives to promote a school climate that 

fosters the development of civic and democratic values, and encourage 

students to make good decisions in their lives based on those values.  Our 

character and service learning education program is based on our schoolôs 

core beliefs and vision.  Character traits defined and practiced during the 

year include: responsibility, self-control, compassion, respect, honesty, 

perseverance, cooperation, forgiveness and gratitude.  Character traits 

(including a focus on teambuilding, class building, and community 

building) help to create the ñMason Spirit.ò 

 

Core Instructional Program                                      
 

 Literacy  
Our literacy program is designed to teach students to become strategic 

readers and writers.  Based on the San Diego K-12 Literacy Framework, 

students participate in a variety of instructional approaches during 

Readers and Writers Workshops each day. These approaches include read 

aloud, shared reading, guided reading, independent reading, word study, 

modeled writing, shared writing, guided writing and independent writing.  

Questioning strategies are used to strengthen and develop higher level 

thinking skills, comprehension and student-to-student interaction or 

accountable talk.  Speaking and listening skills are also an integral part of 

our literacy instruction.  

 

 Mathematics 
Harcourt Math is the districtôs new mathematics adoption and is used in 

grades K-5. Driven by the California State Standards and District 

Framework, our curriculum is comprehensive and balanced. We use an 

inquiry approach to problem solving and meaning making. Students 

develop the number sense needed to master basic computations, as well as 

the broad range of problem solving strategies needed to develop 

understanding related to data analysis and probability; geometry and 

spatial concepts; measurement; numeration and order; operations; 

patterns, functions, and sequences.  Algebra and uses of variables begin in 

the third grade.  Mathematics is also integrated with other content areas 

and with real-life situations.  This enriched curriculum includes such 

features as problem solving about everyday situations; linking past 

experiences to new concepts; sharing ideas through accountable talk; 

developing concept readiness through hands-on activities and 

explorations, and cooperative learning activities.    



Other parts of the instructional program 
 Homework/ Home Reading  

Regularly assigned homework is an official policy of the San Diego Unified 

School District for all students.  Each teacher develops a Homework Policy and 

communicates the policy to parents in writing and at Back-to-School Night.  If 

you have a concern about the quantity or quality of your childôs homework, 

please contact the teacher. While parents are encouraged to assist and supervise 

childrenôs home learning, they should not do it for them. Homework is designed 

to help students extend or reinforce concepts presented in the classroom as well 

as to develop organizational and time management skills.  Assignments will be 

given in all subject areas, may integrate subject areas, or take the form of a 

project.  In addition, students should read and report on a minimum of one book 

per month. Parents are asked to encourage students to read at home nightly for at 

least 20 minutes.  

 Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA)  
All students participate in a weekly standards-based visual and performing arts 

program, at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  Instrumental  music is 

offered at the intermediate level. Students in grades 4 and 5 are expected to 

participate in instrumental music if possible. The Mason VAPA program includes 

the following goals: 1) Arts Education Partnerships: provide partners in arts 

opportunities where teaching artists collaborate with classroom teachers as part 

of shared-teaching experience, 2) Learning through the Arts: provide arts-infused 

curriculum models that promote artistic thinking throughout the curriculum, 3) 

Arts for Exceptional Students: provide opportunities for the developing and 

fostering of artistic talent.  Support student talent through participation in district 

and community art exhibitions, honor concerts, productions, festivals, and school 

and community events. 

 Physical Education 
A physical education teacher directs the physical education program at Mason.   

The P.E. Program offers students structured lessons in physical fitness and 

physical skills development, as well as instruction in recreational and sports 

skills, and games.  Students are provided 200 minutes of instruction every ten 

days as required by California Education Code. All students are expected to 

participate. 
 

Also, the physical education teacher oversees a variety of special outdoor 

activities, such as the track meet, field day, and the morning run club. 

 

Instructional Supplies/Library/Media Center        
Our teachers have developed and posted on our school Website a ñwish listò of 

classroom supplies and invite contributions to supplement. However, students are 

issued books and materials needed for their studies.  They will be responsible for 

all books and materials entrusted to them.  The cost of lost or damage textbooks 

will be billed to the studentôs family in accordance with School District 

procedures.   
 

The goal of the Library/Media Center is to encourage all students to become 

excited about exploring the wonderful world of books.  The library/media 

program assists students in locating and using library information systems and 

emphasizes practical skills in referencing and researching through the use of 

standard reference materials as well as electronic resources.  The ultimate goal is 

to provide students the opportunity to gain experience in locating information and 

to encourage students to be self-directed, lifelong learners. 
 

 

OTHER Student Resources and Opportunities 
 Counseling Center/ Student Leadership 

A specially credentialed district counselor is on site to work with children who 

have counseling needs.  The Counseling Center Program includes student 

recognition activities, individual and group counseling, problem solving, topical 

guidance groups, and parent consultation.  

         Students have an opportunity to participate in a variety of activities that 

build leadership and self-esteem.  These include: student patrol (grade 5), ASB, 

ñbuddy tutorsò, ñbuddy readersòand others. We are always looking for ways to 

recognize our students for exhibiting the ñMason Spiritò. 

 

 Language, Speech, and Hearing Program 
A specially credentialed speech and language pathologist is on site to work with 

children who have articulation problems, or expressive or receptive language 

difficulties.  These students have Individualized Educational Plans (IEP) in order 

to receive this service. 

 

 Resource Specialist 
Students requiring special education assistance receive support from the resource 

specialist to work on specific goals and objectives.  These students must have 

Individual Educational Plans (IEP) and meet State of California criteria to qualify 

for the program. A specially credentialed teacher is assigned to work with 

students entitled to special education services as outlined in their IEP.  Individual 

attention and specifically designed materials are used to assist the students. 

 

 Enrichment Activ ities 
Enrichment activity classes for interested students are provided, for a fee, by the 

PTA.  This program is designed to enhance and enrich studentsô lives, expand 

educational opportunities, constructively channel students' energies, and provide 

meaningful activities for their free time.  Information is sent home with students 

throughout the year and may be posted on the information board on the outside of 

the MPR.  




